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to Marie Louise, followed by the birth of the King
of Rome, relegated the boy to comparative
obscurity. The State christening took place at
Fontainebleau in November 1810, Napoleon and
the Empress Marie Louise officiating as god-
parents and the ceremony being performed by
Cardinal Fesch, the Emperor's uncle. By this
time, Louis had abdicated the throne of "Holland,
and had finally parted from Hortense, who
remained in Paris with her children in close
touch with the Court.

Few have experienced greater vicissitudes in

childhood than this future Emperor.   On the fall

of Napoleon, he fled with his mother to Navarre,

shortly afterwards returning to Malmaison under

the protection of the Tsar.    There they were

visited by the King of Prussia and his sons, and

the little Bonaparte played nursery games with

the young Prince Wilhelm.   Half a century later

these two were to confront each other in the final

act of the drama on the battlefield of Sedan,

Then came news which sent the Bourbons flying

and set the hearts of all the Bonapartes a-flutter.

Napoleon was on the way from  Elba.    The

Hundred Days had begun.  Josephine was dead ;

Marie Louise and her son, the King of Rome,

would not return ;  Hortense and her boys were

accordingly thrust into prominence at Napoleon's

side, taking part in the ceremony when the